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Welcome to the Church of the Good Shepherd Episcopal  
We are delighted you have joined us for this Blessing of the Pets. The liturgy is entirely in this 
leaflet. If you are new to our parish, or simply would like to learn more about who we strive to be 
in this community, please leave us a way to be in touch! 
 
Opening Collect 
Officiant Blessed be the God of all creation. 
People Amen.  
Officiant Let us pray.  
  O God, you love all things that exist: and despise none of the things which you have 

made. You redeem all things, for they are yours—O Lord who restores creation. For 
your immortal Spirit is in all things, who with you and your Son, lives and reigns, for 
ever and ever. 

People    Amen. 
 
A Canticle of Creation (attributed to St. Francis) 
The People and Officiant say the following canticle, in unison: 
 
Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord,   
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord,   
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
Let the earth glorify the Lord,  
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills,  
 and all that grows upon the earth,  
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams,  
O whales and all that move in the waters.  
All birds of the air, glorify the Lord,   
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild,   
and all you flocks and herds.  
O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord,  
praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
Let us glorify the Lord: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;   
praise him and highly exalt him for ever.  
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Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray.  Silence. 
 
Officiant We give you thanks, most gracious God, for the beauty of earth and sky and sea; 
for the richness of mountains, plains, and rivers; for the songs of birds and the loveliness of 
flowers. We thank you especially for the pets and other animals in our lives, both those we 
currently enjoy and those we have loved but see no longer. As you take care of us, so we ask for 
strength to care for our pets – and all living creatures – who trust us to take care of them. We 
praise you for all these good gifts, and pray that we may safeguard them for posterity. Grant that 
we may continue to grow in our grateful enjoyment of your abundant creation, to the honor and 
glory of your Name, now and forever. 
People  Amen. 
 
The Psalm (104:25-32) 
The People and Lector read the Psalm responsively, by whole verse. 
 
25 O Lord, how manifold are your works! *  
in wisdom you have made them all;  
the earth is full of your creatures. 
26 Yonder is the great and wide sea  
with its living things too many to number, *  
creatures both small and great.  
27 There move the ships, and there is that Leviathan, *  
which you have made for the sport of it.  
28 All of them look to you *  
to give them their food in due season.  
29 You give it to them; they gather it; *  
you open your hand, and they are filled with good  
things.  
30 You hide your face, and they are terrified; *  
you take away their breath,  
and they die and return to their dust.  
31 You send forth your Spirit, and they are created; *  
and so you renew the face of the earth.  
32 May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; *  
may the Lord rejoice in all his works. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, 
And to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the beginning, 
Is now, and will be for ever, Amen. 
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The Litany 
Intercessor For the grace to perceive God’s creative hand in all creatures, let us pray to the 

Lord. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Intercessor That God may increase in us a sense of fellowship with all created things, making 

us aware of our shared origin in one Creator, let us pray to the Lord. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Intercessor That we may deal justly with all God’s creatures, living without recklessness, 

carefully avoiding their abuse, and promoting kindness, let us pray to the Lord. 
People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Intercessor For our animal companions who have died, whom we now are invited to name out 

loud …<pause> that they may be at peace until we see them again in the fullness of 
time, and that we may remember how God’s indestructible love embraces all things, 
let us pray to the Lord. 

People Lord, hear our prayer. 
 
Officiant Pilgrim God, who journeys with us through the joys and shadows of this world, 

amid the turmoil of life you stand alongside us, always blessing, always giving, 
arms always outstretched. For this we know: every living thing is yours and returns 
to you. Gentle God, fragile is your world, delicate are your creatures, and costly is 
your love which bears and redeems us all. 

People       Amen. 
 
The Blessing of the Water 
Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
Officiant Loving Creator, from generation to generation water has given life to our land and 
refreshment to your creatures. In baptism you make water holy; you give us new life and you 
refresh us with your Spirit. Now bless this water we pray and make it holy, that it be a reminder 
for us of our own baptism and our vow to be good stewards of your creation. May it be to our 
companion animals a sign of your redemption of all things, for which all creation yearns, through 
Christ our Lord,  
People  Amen. 
 
The priest then bless the animals present, with these or similar words, 
Fellow creature, friend and companion; may God your Creator and Preserver, bless, defend, and 
keep you this day and for ever. Amen. 


